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Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1902 edition. Excerpt: . PREFACE TO THE SECOND EDITION The changed form in
which Hegel s lectures on the Philosophy of History are reissued, suggests the necessity of some explanation
respecting the relation of this second edition both to the original materials from which the work was compiled,
and to their first publication. The lamented Professor Gans, the editor of the Philosophy of History, displayed a
talented ingenuity in transforming Lectures into a Book; in doing so he followed for the most part Hegel s latest
deliveries of the course, because they were the most popular, and appeared most adapted to his object. He
succeeded in presenting the lectures much as they were delivered in the winter of 18H; and this result might be
regarded as perfectly satisfactory, if Hegel s various read ings of the course had been more uniform and
concordant, if indeed they had not rather been of such a nature as to supplement each other. For however
great may have been Hegel s power of condensing the wide extent of the phenomenal world by Thought, it was
impossible for him entirely to master and to present in a uniform shape the immeasurable material of History
in the course of one semester. In the first delivery in the winter of 18ff, he was chiefly occupied with unfolding
the philosophical Idea, and showing how this constitutes the real kernel of History, and the impelling Soul of
World-Historial Peoples. In proceeding to treat of China and...
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