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15 a small waterplane area twin hull vessel. Funds have also been provided to reactivate the FAIRWEATHER, a
NOAA hydrographic vessel that was laid up due to earlier budget cuts. The agency has increased contracting
significantly, and received funds in Fiscal Year 2002 to enter into a vessel time charter for a hydrographic vessel.
In response to the need to modernize the U. S. hydrographic serv-ices program, Congress adopted the
Hydrographic Services Im-provement Act of 1998 ( HSIA ), Title Il of Public Law 105 - 384. NSIA authorizes NOAA
to maintain sufficient equipment, per-sonnel, and expertise to ensure the quality of all data incorporated into
United States nautical charts and other navigational products, and authorizes NOAA to select hydrographic
contractors under Title IX of the Federal Property and Administrative Services Act of 1949 ( the Brooks Act). The
Brooks Act allows government agencies to let contracts on a qualifications basis rather than a cost basis for
certain technical services. The reduction in funding for NOAA navigation services programs from the mid-1970s
through the mid-1990s also crippled tide and current measurement and prediction programs. In the past, pilots
entering ports have relied on tide predictions, which are computed months in advance, to tell them how much
water they are likely to have under their keel and how strong the current is likely to be. Since actual water levels
and currents can differ significantly from predicted values, this creates a risk of grounding if the water level is
lower than predicted, as well as a missed opportunity to move vessels in and out of port when the water level
is...
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